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AN IMPORTANT MISSION PRECEDING 
THE OCCUPATION OF SUMTER. 


from SeercUrj Floyd—An Important 

Document Never Before Published. 

The great generals of the late war are 
rapidly passing away, and there ar# Boar 
living very few who achieved any con¬ 
siderable distinction in the fearful strug¬ 
gle between the states. Major General 
Don Carlos Buell, although seventy-four 
yean of age, is still enjoying excellent 
health at his liutno* in' Muhleaburg 
county, Ky. Geftefal Buell’s connection 
with some of the great campaigns of the 
civil war has passed into history, bnt the 
following statement of a fact which had 
an important and direct bearing upon 
the momentous events of the four suc- 
ceedin yqsr^ ts herewith published for 
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Kdflv ii December, 18&0, atxmtfone 
monlhwftir Lincoln'a election m presi¬ 
dent, a cabinet meeting was held to con¬ 
sider the situation in Charlesfcra harbor, 
where Major Anderson occupied Foft 
Moultrie with a garrison of bnt 101 men. 
It was decided to seud a discreet and 
able^^fflqer with verbal instructions to 
Anddreon. In the very nature of things, 
Anderson's conduct in the future waa tc 
be large discretionary. The mission wae 
of the moAt delicate nature, and it was 
a great cfiuplim«nt lo Buell, them major,, 
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f.pevera. Congestions, Inflammations.. 
!i-\V*rnu, Worm Fever. Worn* Colic.... 

3— Teething! Colic, Cry lug. Wakefulness 
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lence—let me relate an incident. There 
waa a poor clerk standing up over hia 
books at a desk in a shop on the main 
street, and there waa a cowboy riding 
up and down the street Well, the cow¬ 
boy' saw the cleric and hia sense of hu¬ 
mor was aroused by the idea of shooting 
at him, d’you know:-. Those cowboys 
have a very remarkable Dense of hninor. 
So the cowboy ups with hia pistol, d’you 
kuow, and he ahoota the poor clerk right 
through the head, killing him instantly. 

“Well, now, that sort of thing is very 
distinctly frowned upon by cowboys, as 
a rule, and in this case the cowboys held 
a meeting and resolved that the fellow 
with the lively but dangerous sense of 
humor should tie hanged at once. They 
put a rojie around hia neck, and there 
being no tree anywhere in sight they 
hung him to the side of a Pullman as 
the train came rolling in. Pvt* seen a 
number of occurrences of that sort, 
which makfs me quite punitive in stat¬ 
ing that though they are a very rum 
sort of beggars they are really not a bad 
lot."—Juliau Ralph iti Harper’s Weekly. 
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—-DON OAKLOS PTTI-L. 

Floyd had a long interview with Buell, 
and went over the ground very thor¬ 
oughly with him, explaining hia views 
in detail so that there might be iu> juia- 
unferstaariiflg in a matter fraught with 
so gm$h importance to the nation. 

Buell protnodetl to Fort Mo.nltfie, ami 
after commnnicating the verluil instruc- 
tiona to Anderson, suggested that he 
ought to have some written evidence of 
them, and then, without awaiting a re¬ 
ply, drew up the following document: 

You are aware of the greut anxiety of the 
Secretary of war that a collision of the troops 
with the people of this state shall be avoided, 
aadof his studied determination to pursue s 
oonrse with reference to the military force and 
fores Jatthhybat whlpk shall guard #Maiaqt 
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A Lasy, Though fthrvwrd Fallow. 

Tulkinaon—a ttarriater and bachelor 
combined, by the way —is a very sys¬ 
tematic man. The other day he iiad his 
house fitted with electrical a|>pltaiu-( k, 
and giving instructions to hia servant 
Joseph, he said: 

••Now -I want you to understand, 
Joseph, that wheu 1 ring once that 
means for you, and wheu I ring twice 
that means for Maggie, the housemaid.*' 

Joseph, who is the laziest wretch that 
ever accepted wages he did not earn, 
bowed respectfully and withdrew. A 
little later the bell raug. Joseph never 
moved. Presently it rang again, and 
according to instructions Maggie came 
harrying to her master, who was very 
angry. 

•‘Why didn’t that rascal, Joseph, come 
wheu 1 rang for him?" said-the bar¬ 
rister bachelor disgustedly. 

“Why, sir," answered Maggie, /‘Jo¬ 
seph is busy in the office reading your 
newspaper. When he heard the first 
ring be said to me, ‘Now, Maggie, wait 
until he rings the second time, and then 
it will be job he wants,’ "—Loudon Tit- 
Bits. 
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•ochroplirioa. rife him therefore carefully ub- 
•UnH from lie fuaeiug the force at thft point, 
or taking any measures which might add to 
the present excited state of the public mind, 
or which would throw any doubt on the coutl 
dence he feels that South I'aroliua will not at. 
tempt by violence to obtain posieasiou of the 
public works or interfere with their occu¬ 
pancy. But as the counsel and acts of rash 
and impulsive persons may possibly disappoint 
these expectations of the government, he 
deems it proper that you should bo prepared 
with Instructions to meet so unhappy h con¬ 
tingency. He has therefore directed me, ver- 
bally, to give you such instructions. 

You are carefully to avoid every act which 
Would needlessly tend to provoke aggression, 
and Cor that reason you are not, without evi¬ 
dent and inunluent necessity, to take up any 
position which could be construed into the as¬ 
sumption of a hostile attitude. Hut you are to 
hold poaaeasiua of the forts in this harbor, and 
if attacked to defend yourself to the last ex¬ 
tremity. The smallness of your force will not 
permit you perhaps to occupy more than one 
of the three forta. but an attack on or an at¬ 
tempt to take possession of any oue of them 
will be regarded as an act of hostility, and >ou 
may then put your command into either ul 
them which you may deem most proper to in¬ 
crease Its power of resistance. You are also 
authorised to take similar steps whenever >ou 
havw tangible A’ideDc* of a dwdgn to pfucc*d 
to a h ost i le hut- v D.€. Bukli* 

Assistant Adjutant General. 

Fort Moultrie, 8. C., Dec. 11, 180U. 

This is an exact copy of the original 
instructions now on file in the war de¬ 
partment. The secretary* of war ap¬ 
pended the following: 

This is In conformity to my instructions to 
Major Buell. John B- Floyd, 

Secretary of War. 

Major Buell returned to Washington, 
arriving there on the 13th of December. 
One week afterward South Carolina se¬ 
ceded, and six days after that Major 
Anderson spiked the cannon, burned the 
gun camiage** cut down the ftagstaffr 
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Strange Cave Dwellera In Spain. 

. At a meeting of the Royal Geograph¬ 
ical society, of Madrid, Dr. Bide gave an 
account of his exploration of a wild 
district in the province of Caceres, 
which he represented as still inhabited 
by a strange people who speak a carious 
patois and live in caves and inaccessible 
retreats. They have a hairy skin and 
have hitherto displayed a strong repug¬ 
nance to mixing with their Spanish and 
Portugese neighbors. Roads have lately 
been pushed into the district inhabited 
by tbe “Jurdes," and they are begin¬ 
ning to learn the Castilian language 
fjBL od attend the fairs and markets.— 
jW. H. Larrabee in Popular Science 
^Monthly. _ 

The Growth of Railroad Mileagw. 

In 1830 there were twenty-three miles 
of railway in operation in the United 
States. By 1832 the mileage had in¬ 
creased to 229 miles, and in 1835 the 
country had 1,098 miles of railroad. The 
first through railroad from the east 
westward was completed in 1842 between 
Boston and Albany, connecting at the 
latter place with the Erie canal in the 
same year the last link of the line from 
Albany to Buffalo was opened. At the 
end of 1848 the total mileage of all the 
railroads in the country was 5,996 miles, 
or about 500 miles more than there are 
uovr in the state of Nebraska.—Edward 
Rosewater’s Omaha Address. 
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lnsfkntly'decfared that Major Anderson 
had acted without orders. Mr. Buch¬ 
anan called upon God to witness that it 
waa not only without but against his 

orders and against hia policy. Her re- 
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tary Floyd alsosaW that Anderson }..i ; 
acted without orders. The cabinet was 
called together immediately. As the 
members assembled Major Buell was 
sent for, and he came at once to tbe 


White Hodsei 1) f «" 

As the members proceeded to the 
room the criticisms upon Anderson's 
movements were severe and general. 
All seemedv to think that be had acted 
without orders. Secretary Floyd was 
loudly condemnatory of Anderson's ac¬ 
tion. The existence of the order of 
Dec. 11, transmitted to Major Anderson 
by Major Buell, seemed to be ignored or 
forgotten, when the attention of the 
cabinet waa called to them by Judge 
Black. The order was at once produced 
from the war department The paper 
itself captained tiie indorsement of the 
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The Flute la Very Old. 

The flute is very old in its origin, bnt 
the flute of today is different from that 
of the ancients. It has been improved 
upon from time to time, and the old 
people would probably fail to recognize 
it now. The flageolet, which is some¬ 
what similar, is credited to Juvigny 
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1381.—Harper’s Young People. 
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found in the western provinces of the 
Argentine RepnbKc, of Ads in Afgfaan- 
totao and Knjrpootonn. of Africa in tbe 

Ughtoato of Abrarinto.—YnnkwBtoda. 
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